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campaign finance reform. I think it
would be tougher on incumbents, but
we are not going to get it until we do
overturn Buckley versus Valeo.

The Supreme Court has often re-
versed itself when the Court was
wrong, and there have been constitu-
tional amendments when the Court was
wrong. We have an amendment process
where two-thirds of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, and three-
fourths of the States, can change the
Constitution—because the U.S. Su-
preme Court is not the last word. They
can be overturned.

There have been proposals to over-
turn Supreme Court decisions by a
two-thirds vote of the Senate. I would
hate to see that happen because we
muster two-thirds of the Senate some-
times on issues which may not really
reflect long-range interests of the Unit-
ed States. I think it is important to
have a high barrier to have a constitu-
tional amendment. I think one day the
public alarm, the public dismay, the
repugnance of the public will reach a
level which will motivate the Congress
to have campaign finance reform and
to have a constitutional amendment.

I think it is a solid constitutional
principle that money ought not to be
equated with speech, and we ought to
overturn Buckley versus Valeo and
then Congress ought to have sensible
legislation to ensure that democracy is
protected and our Republic is pro-
tected.

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent there now be a period
for the transaction of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to
thank the cooperation of the Senator
from South Carolina and all the other
Senators involved in this debate for
their cooperation. It certainly has been
a full debate and not a lot of quorum
calls were taken. I believe we have en-
tered into, now, an agreement where
we will get a final vote on this on Tues-
day at 2:45.

Mr. HOLLINGS. That is correct.
Mr. LOTT. We will have further de-

bate on the issue?
Mr. HOLLINGS. Early Tuesday

morning, just immediately after the
party caucuses.

Mr. LOTT. So all Members will un-
derstand there will be a vote on this
issue, then, on Tuesday at 2:45.

We are about ready to propound a
unanimous-consent request and/or take
other action if it is necessary. We have
been communicating with the Demo-
cratic leader about getting some agree-
ments entered into that could affect
Monday and Tuesday and perhaps even
Wednesday.

So that we can have a final oppor-
tunity to consult, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll. The legislative
clerk proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO PROFS.
ROBERT F. CURL AND RICHARD
E. SMALLEY

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I would
like to congratulate Profs. Robert F.
Curl and Richard E. Smalley of Rice
University in Houston for their work in
the field of molecular chemistry. Along
with Prof. Harold Kroto of England,
Professors Curl and Smalley were
awarded the 1996 Nobel Prize in chem-
istry for their discovery of the third
molecular form of carbon.

Professor Curl, a native Texan from
Alice, and Professor Smalley are co-
discoverers of the carbon molecule
called Buckminsterfullerene. It was
named after R. Buckminster Fuller,
the architect famous for his geodesic
domes, because this new molecule
closely resembles his designs. In fact,
the term used to describe these mol-
ecules is ‘‘buckyballs.’’

This breakthrough discovery by Pro-
fessors Curl and Smalley promises to
revolutionize the world we live in. This
new carbon molecule will have sci-
entific and practical applications
across a wide variety of fields, from
electrical conduction to the delivery of
medicine into the human body. These
extremely stable molecules are imper-
vious to radiation and chemical de-
struction, and can be joined to form
carbon nanotubes which are 10,000
times smaller than a human hair, yet
100 times stronger than steel.
Buckyballs will establish a whole new
class of materials for the construction
of many products, from airplane wings
and automobile bodies to clothing and
packaging material.

The work of Professors Curl and
Smalley is just one example of the ex-
cellent work being done at Rice Uni-
versity and at the many other fine re-
search institutions in Texas. Rice Uni-
versity has long been a premier re-
search center, and with the new Center
for Nanoscale Science and Technology,
Rice is the first university in the Unit-
ed States to focus on submicroscopic
methods for fabricating new structures
on the atomic and molecular scale. As
Professor Smalley himself described it,
‘‘This is the ultimate frontier in the
game of building things.’’

Given that nanoscale science and
technology requires an interdiscipli-
nary approach, Rice University is the
ideal setting for this new center for
nanoscale research. The collaborative
scientific approach, which is common
at Rice but less customary at larger re-
search institutions, encourages the

sort of scientific breakthroughs exem-
plified by the discovery of buckyballs.
These discoveries are essential if we
are to guarantee that America will re-
main the world leader in research. We
must be sure we do all we can to sup-
port our Nation’s scientists, because
our Nation’s future depends upon the
work of people like Professor Smalley
and Professor Curl.

Once again, I congratulate Professor
Robert Curl and Professor Richard
Smalley, as well as Rice University, for
earning the Nobel Prize in chemistry.
Their contribution to the body of sci-
entific knowledge has been invaluable
and will touch the lives of millions.
f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
At 1:59 p.m., a message from the

House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker appoints Ms.
Jo Anne Barnhart of Virginia as a
member from private life on the part of
the House to the Social Security Advi-
sory Board to fill the existing vacancy
thereon.

The message also announced that the
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Council: Mr.
YATES.
f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–1408. A communication from the Chief
of the Programs and Legislation Division,
Office of Legislative Liaison, Department of
the Air Force, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the notice of a multi-function cost compari-
son; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC–1409. A communication from the Assist-
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a rule entitled ‘‘Government Securities
Sales Practices’’ (RIN1557–AB52) received on
March 12, 1997; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC–1410. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Energy,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a rule enti-
tled ‘‘Policy and Planning Guidance’’ re-
ceived on March 6, 1997; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

EC–1411. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs),
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a memorandum of justification and a sched-
ule of proposed obligations; to the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations.

EC–1412. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, transmitting, a draft
of proposed legislation entitled ‘‘The Saving
Law Enforcement Officers’ Lives Act of
1997’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC–1413. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, seven rules received on March 11, 1997;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC–1414. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of indemnification ac-
tions approved during calendar year 1996; to
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